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From Pastor’s Pen
I’ve been spending a lot of time lately thinking about the past twelve
years as Senior Pastor of Galilee Missionary Baptist Church. In biblical
numerology the number 12 means “Totality”. It is mostly featured in
the book of Revelation but is also prevalent in the prophetic Book of
Daniel which has 12 chapters. Daniel 12:12 “Blessed is the one who
waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.” 1 + 3 + 3 + 5 totals 12.
Twelve appears 187 times in the Bible. It is a symbol of faith, the church
and divine rule which signifies perfection of government, represents
authority, appointment and completeness. According to Bible scholars,
12 is the product of 3, which signifies the divine, and 4, which signifies
the earthly.
Gematria is a system in which the Hebrew language uses letters to represent numbers. Those who study gematria or biblical numerology believe that hidden messages can be found in the significance of numbers
and letters used throughout the Bible. Here is a short list of how significant the number 12 is:
 Jacob’s 12 sons formed the 12 tribes of Israel
 Jesus was 12 years old when he questioned the scholars in the
temple
 Jesus had 12 apostles/disciples
 The woman with the issue of blood received healing in the 12th year
 There are 12 legions of angels
 The tree of life in the new creation will produce 12 types of fruit
 The 144,000 servants of God is the sum of 12 x 12,000;12,000 from
each of the 12 tribes of Israel
 The kingdom of God has 12 gates to the heavenly city guarded by 12
angels
 The dimensions and description given of the New Jerusalem in the
Book of Revelation have multiples of the number 12. The wall of the
city has 12 foundations and the names of the 12 apostles. The city
measured 12,000 furlongs and the wall was 144 cubits, which is 12 x
12.
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It’s Marvelous and It’s Truly the Lord’s Doing
Jennifer Jeter

Psalm 122 reads “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of
the Lord”. Sixty-five years after its founding the sentiment still applies here at
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church. Through the pastoral administrations of E. G.
Williams, Fred Chavis, Warnie C. Hay, Robert E. Lee McGowens and Nathan E.
Scovens, Galilee continues to fulfill its mission to Glorify God, Make Disciples,
Build Community and Change Lives for Jesus Christ.

On Sunday July 30th, 2019 during both worship services, we celebrated another
year of God’s goodness, grace and favor to Galilee Missionary Baptist Church.
Over 2,000 members, friends and guest packed the sanctuary in their casual
dress and Galilee t-shirts. Praises and gratitude rang throughout the sanctuary as
we worshipped and sang praises unto God.
The guest speaker for the occasion was Dr. Howard-John
Wesley, Senior Pastor of the 10,000 plus congregation of
Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, VA. God spoke
mightily through His vessel. At the first service he came from
the book of Exodus 4:18-24, “There Will Be Blood” and at the
second service the message was “Get Over It” which came
out the book of Samuel 16:1-3. Both messages were timely
for the occasion. Dr. Howard-John Wesley reminded us of
how appreciative we should be under the leadership of Dr.
Nathan E. Scovens and First Lady Wyvondalynn Scovens and
commended the spirit of excellence that resides in our ministry.
Dr. Nathan E. Scovens, has served in obedience to God for twelve years at
GMBC. God has favored our ministry and everything that the Man of God has
put before God, He has been gracious to bring to past. As part of the anniversary
celebration, Dr. Scovens had petitioned everyone to sow a sacrificial seed of
$200.00 above the tithe to go towards our “Pave the Way” Campaign. The monies collected from the campaign went towards the resurfacing of the parking lot
and other maintenance projects around the edifice.
The celebration concluded on the church court yard with a community cookout.
The Culinary Ministry, with the assistance of volunteers, served fried fish, hot
dogs, hamburgers, slaw, baked beans and to top it off, and homemade ice cream
was served by the Gregg family.
“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with JOY”
Psalm 126:3
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From Pastor’s Pen (cont.)
Although 12 is the number for completeness and totality, I believe that God is
not through with us yet. The best is yet to come!
In closing, I recall the powerful words of the hymnologist J. B. F. Wright.
“Precious memories how they linger, How they ever flood my soul, In the stillness, of the midnight, Precious sacred scenes unfolds.” In this twelfth year, I
fondly remember how welcoming everyone was during our transition and subsequent arrival. I have been the beneficiary of sharing in so many weddings,
baptisms, baby dedications, graduations, birthday celebrations, retirement parties, family reunions, funerals, conferences, salvations and wonderful worship
experiences. I’ve had the honor of serving in several capacities in this church
and the community, but most of all I remember all of the heartfelt conversations.
Today I am simply writing to say thank you. You are such an amazing congregation and it is such a blessing to be your pastor. I am continually blown away by
your compassion, generosity and willingness to serve. I can only hope that I
have inspired all of you as much as you have inspired me. I look forward to
another twelve years full of hope and promise.
Twelve Years A Servant,

Dr. Nathan E. Scovens
Senior Pastor
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GROWTH Summer Camp: It Definitely Worked
Kelly Dixon
“And the little children shall lead them” (Isaiah11:6); this scripture is
one I thought about on those days when I asked; “Is this working? Is what
Evan and I are doing even working?” And then I’d hear one of the children
enrolled in summer camp say “Ms. Kelly, Ms. Kelly, I got it”. “What do you
get, young sir?” “I got my scripture…...“Children, obey your parents in the
Lord for this is right, Ephesians 6:1”. Wow! As I congratulated, this young 5year-old, who has yet to enter school, my spirit leaped for joy and I was
reminded that it was working.
You see, a lot of times we forget that every child who arrives as
a camper is not necessarily a member of Galilee Missionary Baptist Church, and that some of the children who walk through the
doors of our camp have never been taught a scripture. Some
have never even attended a traditional school, others have
never been taught boundaries, discipline or experienced the
balance of correction and love.
But for nine weeks in the summer, God gave us, here at Galilee,
the opportunity to be used as vessels to discipline, lead, guide,
direct, protect and love these young people. For some, we were their first teachers, for others,
the parents they wished they had, and for many, we were the examples they did not know they
needed. We were, for some GMBC campers, their first opportunity to “see Christ” and to have
the leadership skills inside of them nurtured and encouraged.
So even on the days when it appears that all is in vain, I encourage
you to look for the divine experiences that reminds you that what
God is doing is working. At summer camp it came in the form of a
hello from the camper who didn't speak the first week. It came in
the form of a flower, picked just for you and
in the form of a story of how “He hit me,
and I didn’t hit him back.” It came at the
end of camp when we walked away realizing, our campers left with a
better understanding of Christ and themselves. And now at the end of
nine weeks, with a resounding yes, I can say, what God did at GROWTH
at Galilee summer camp definitely worked!
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Celebrating Mother Cunningham’s 100th Birthday
Jennifer Jeter
“Give me my flowers while I yet live so that I can see the beauty that they bring. Speak kind words to me while I can
hear them, so I can hear the comfort they bring” Rev. James Cleveland “Give Me My Flowers”

It is estimated that in the United States there are approximately 72,000 centenarians. We are blessed to have here at Galilee Missionary Baptist Church one
of those centenarians, Mother Lenora Cunningham. On Sunday June 9, 2019 the
GMBC family celebrated our very own, Mother Lenora Cunningham for her
100th birthday which was June 5, 2019.
Deacon McCloud set the stage for the occasion, followed by Mother’s favorite
hymn, “Amazing Grace”. One hundred members of the GMBC family, representing different auxiliaries from the youth to the seniors, paraded in with long
red stem roses to present to her. The completed floral arrangements with the
roses were presented to Mother Lenora Cunningham.
Deaconess Linda Gregg read a Proclamation of Recognition on behalf of the GMBC family. The Mother’s Board presented her a gold locket filled with blue sapphires. A gift basket, in her favorite color
blue, was filled with tokens and expressions of love. Mother Cunningham spoke few words, but her
wisdom spoke volumes. Her advice to the congregation was to “Try God!”. A dinner was served immediately after the worship service for Mother Cunningham’s family, special friends and guests.
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church is truly blessed to have such a jewel in our midst.

Our Mission … Making Disciples
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Reflections on Camp Raven Knob
Trevor Whitehead
Being a scout is a great opportunity for all boys. My experiences scouting have
become fun and full of memories because they gave me positive and also fun
ways to express myself and to learn. As a young man I think every boy should
experience camping. It shows you how a young man should carry himself and
also how he should treat others with respect and kindness even after you've
been there a while and feel ready to go home.

The GMCB
family extends
congratulations
and prayers to
Rev. Chad
Armstrong III,
Pastor-elect of
the Payne’s
Chapel Baptist
Church
Mt. Airy, NC
“So Christ himself gave the
apostles, the
prophets, the
evangelists, the
pastors and
teachers, 12to
equip his
people for
works of
service, so that
the body of
Christ may be
built up”
Ephesians 4:11-12
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My experiences at Camp Raven Knob this year and in prior
years allowed me to see a lot of qualities in myself and other scouts. Sleeping outside for 5 days was the part of
scouting we had to get use to, but now its like preparing for
a regular overnight stay.
Young men camping come together not just for the fun
things like woodcarving, hiking, cooking, and even crafts
you think you would never try completing, but camping
shows us how to get along in the outdoors and with peers
even when we disagree.
As I go into my final year of scouting, approaching Eagle rank, I know scouting is
an important part of my life that will carry over into my adulthood and I'll continue to use the skills I learned to push myself and others to new levels.
It's a sacrifice at times, but well worth it!

Three Stands Couples Ministry
Yolanda Childs
According to Marriage
Education Research Center (MERCY), participating in Couples Ministry
and attending classes
equips you with a plethora of tools to sustain a
healthy relationship.
Additionally, it reduces
divorce, spares couples
distress and produces
healthier opportunities
to grow as one.

Do you install a smoke
detector in your home
during the midst of the
fire or prior to?
Marriage education
benefits a whole
congregation – healthy
marriages produce
healthy families, healthy
families raise healthy
Christians, and healthy
Christians
produce healthy
congregations and
communities.
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The Three Stands Couples Ministry’s goal is to strengthen marriages by
providing love, support, education, and encouragement utilizing a Biblical
model for marriage, as outlined in Ephesians 5:21-33.
The purpose of the Three
Strands Couples Ministry is to
provide an opportunity for couples to authentically express
themselves in a life-giving environment that will both challenge and
encourage them to recognize and receive marriage as God intended it to
be.
The ministry is open to members and non-members of Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church. All newly engaged and married couples are invited to join
us for small group dialogues every 3rd and 4th Sunday of each month. Sessions are facilitated by our Pastor Nathan Scovens,
First Lady Wyvondlynn Scovens and special guest
presenters. In addition to our small group dialogues
on Sunday mornings, the Three Strands Couples
Ministry hosts an array of special events such as;
“Couples at the Cinema”, “Dinner for Two” at a local
restaurant, “Why did I Get Married?” marriage retreats and just this summer couples got a taste of
Hawaii by way of a Luau held at 4th July Park in Kernersville, NC.
From small group dialogues on Sunday mornings that make you meticulously think about why those small foxes aren’t important enough to spoil
your vine, to a romantic Date Night that will have you reminiscing for days
or weeks, the Three Strands Couples Ministry has something to offer you
and your spouse and/or soon to be the Mr.& Mrs. It is a great opportunity
to meet other couples at GMBC while spending some quality time with
your spouse learning how “TWO” become better as one.
Mark Your Calendar (Tentative Dates)
† November 9, 2019 S’more Loving One Day Retreat
† December 15, 2019 Couples Christmas Breakfast

If you would like to be involved with the Three Strands
Couples Ministry, or would like more information,
please e-mail Yolonda Childs at: childsyo@gmail.com
or call the church office at 336-724-3857.

Summer 2019 at GMBC
Fulfilling our Mission…. Changing Lives For Jesus Christ
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Celebrating Fathers

GMBC Youth Ministry Youth Takeover 2019
Jennifer Jeter
Sunday July 28th, 2019 the youth of GMBC took over the 8:30 am and 10:00
am worship services. The energy of the youth saturated the sanctuary as they
led service in various functions including the prayer, welcome, worship and
praise in song and dance. A few of the youth did a skit on the effects of bullying. They reminded us that no matter what, God is always with us and He will
dispatch His angels of protection to comfort us even in our darkest moment.
The former Youth Advisory Council President, Nicholas Childs, addressed the
youth with nuggets of wisdom. He reminded them of the importance of listening to their parents, the benefits of having a prayerful life, being persistent,
not procrastinating, the need for an A to Z blueprint for your life, and lastly
the importance of knowing that God’s ways are not our ways and that “The
heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps” Proverbs 16:9.
Dr. Nathan E. Scovens concluded the worship experience with a dynamic
word, “Let Me Tell You Why I Do What I Do”. Mathew 14:33
The youth of GMBC’s More than Conquerors ministry are not only the future
of the church, but they are the church of today!
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Making a
Difference Around
the World

Pastor and First Lady Roberts
from Voice of Repentance
Outreach Center in Liberia,
West African worshiped
with the GMBC family on
July 28th.

Mobil Missions Conference
Juanda Johnson-Taylor
Mission is not just an adjective for the members of Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church, it is also a verb. It not only communicates who we are,
but what we are called to do. It reminds us daily that we are “Blessed to
be Blessing.” It is this understanding of mission that was the impetus
for the GMBC “Mobil Missions Conference”. The conference, spearheaded by Minister Mark Flowers, took place August 9-11, at multiple
locations across Winston-Salem, with the goal of being a blessing to the
Winston-Salem community.
On Friday, August 9th, the
GMBC Culinary Ministry
prepared meals that were
delivered and served to
the guests of Bethesda
Center for the Homeless.
Bethesda guests were
Bethesda Center Derwin Montgomery & GMBC Volunteers
appreciative of the meals
and the hospitality. Bethesda is the only day shelter in the WinstonSalem and the only emergency night shelter that serves both men and
women. Members of Galilee were reminded that Bethesda means “
house of mercy”.

They thanked the members
of Galilee for the financial
support of their ministry
and shared that the funds
were used to place a roof on
one of the churches they

The conference continued on Saturday as the Men of Galilee held their
monthly Straight Talk Bible Study and Fellowship at the Winston Lake
Family YMCA, and the Girl Scouts, trustees and other volunteers
spruced up the GMBC campus and edifice. Members also engaged in
outreach ministry on the corner of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard
where GMBC formerly stood, while other members volunteered at the
Second Harvest Food Bank and Samaritan’s Ministry.

pastor in Liberia.
Pastor Roberts shared that
the congregation had been
worshipping in a church

without a roof. The donation
from Galilee arrived in time
for them to add the roof
before the start of the rainy
season.
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On Sunday representatives from each of the community organization
worshiped at Galilee during both services and shared with GMBC members how important such outreach is to the populations they serve.
Pastor Scovens reminded the GMBC family that we are called to do
“Ministry that Matters”. To do so, GMBC members must: “Get out of
the Box, Go to some barren places,
and Give to receive a blessing”. He
reminded the members of Galilee,
that we are in the “people serving
business” and have been called to
“love, help and encourage”, not only
the members of Galilee but the Winston-Salem community and beyond.

Supporting the GMBC Scholarship Fund
Juanda Johnson-Taylor

Galilee 411, the
GMBC newsletter, is
actively recruiting
individuals to join
the team.
If your skillset
includes any of the
following:
Writing
Editing
Photography
Graphic Design
and you would like
to use your gifts and
talents to make
Galilee 411 the best
it can be, contact us
at:
newsletter1@gmbcwsnc.org
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Over the past twelve years, members of Galilee
have awarded over $300,000 in scholarship
funds to students to support their goals of furthering their education beyond high school.
Once again this year, funds were raised in support of the GMBS scholarships via the Annual
GMBC Golf Tournament.
This year’s tournament
was held on Friday, August
30 at Winston Lake Golf Course. Galilee members
along with community and businesses partners
from Winston-Salem and beyond sponsored holes,
establish teams, and made contributions that
helped make the golf tournament a success by providing additional
scholarship funds. The food, fun and fellowship was an added bonus!
In addition to the golf tournament, GMBC held it’s inaugural Kid$mart
Consignment Sale. The three day event, spearheaded by Cynthia Chapman, was created not only to raise money for the scholarship fund, but
also to be a source of quality clothing and supplies for the WinstonSalem community. Children’s clothing and other items were solicited
and individuals has the option of consigning or donating items. This allowed a portion, or in some cases, all of the proceeds from each sale to
be contributed to the Scholarship Fund. Like the Golf Tournament, the
sale was a success and even garnered press coverage from Spectrum
News. Plans are already underway for the Spring Kid$mart Consignment
Sale, which will also support the Scholarship Fund and allow GMBC to
continue to support students as they strive to make their dreams into
reality.

The mission of
Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church is to
Make Disciples,
Build Communities,
and
Change Lives for
Jesus Christ
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